Sustainable Resources Conference 2003

Proposal

Title 

Organic bazaars as a tool for sustainable development

(Alternative /local  Marketing  for sustainable development)

Rationale

We are living in a critical period of human history during which there is real threat for the survival of different species of plants and animal kingdom as well as fast depletion of basic environmental resources of our only earth. At the same time international development policies and global regime of trade are not synchronized with the need to build the required elements of sustainable development. Market forces play a significant role in the way in which environmental resources are used. Any serious attempt to bring about changes in policies relating to sustainable development cannot neglect the importance of market forces. Presentation attempted at this conference intends to project a practical local marketing solution, which can tune the societal order towards sustainability. 

Organic bazaars innovated through several years of experimentation by the Institute for Integrated Rural Development (IIRD) in India, is proving as a viable model for exchange of goods and services leading to nature conservation and sustainable use of resources. The organic bazaars incorporates the features of local marketing/domestic marketing and alternative marketing. The principles and procedures followed in organic bazaars keeps away middlemen and at the same time involves a variety of local people in a marketing process for delivering ecological products for the consumer and ensuring remunerative prices for the producer.

A unique feature of organic bazaars is the community based quality assurance and guarantee system which is cost effective and replicable.

The organic bazaars or similar modes of marketing and their multiplication all over the world provides opportunities for achieving sustainable development.

Type of Participation

I would like to present a case for alternative/local marketing(organic Bazaar) with the example from India in the rural region of Marathwada with a set of slides as well as charts to explain the procedure of marketing as well as community based guarantee system. A simple manual has also been prepared to conduct organic bazaars which could also be made available to the participants.

Reasons for my participation

· to network with innovators in various areas relating to sustainable resources 

· to explore the possibility of initiating organic bazaars in developed and developing countries 

· to learn from different sustainable development practitioners with a view to integrate new ideas in grass roots work in India at the IIRD

· to share ideas emerging from grassroots sections at the conference concerning global policies

· for establishing partnerships

Required support for Participation

Since the Institute for Integrated Rural Development is a grassroots NGO which has no funds for participation in international events, support for participation is requested.

The estimated cost of airticket would be US$ 1300. Besides I may need funds to meet the registration cost and living expenses for the period of the conference which may be calculated at the minimum level of 80 $ per day or as per norms of the location.
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