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MEMO



To:
Dr. Bernard Amadei


Colorado University 
From:
Spencer Jourdain, Executive Director


The 1420 Foundation for Sustainable Development Education

Date:
February 25, 2003

Re:
The 1420 Foundation’s Lecture and Seminar Workshop Participation 

In the EDC October 10 Conference in Boulder Colorado on Sustainable Development

Dear Bernard,

The 1420 Foundation is honored to receive and accept your invitation to participate in the 

October 10, 2003 EDC Conference on Sustainable Development. 

In response to your invitation, and as per our subsequent conversations, The 1420 Foundation agrees to make two formal presentations at the conference: 
· Deliver a 20 minute (to ½ hour-at your request) lecture on: “The Role of Constructivist Education in Achieving Global Sustainability” 
· Conduct a 2 hour seminar for teachers, students and NGOs on: “Building Constructivist Frameworks for Sustainable Development Learning Projects” . (This Seminar/Workshop can segue into an EDC/Gaviotis led “real life” sustainable technology constructivist building  activity for Conference participants. 
One the attached page please find summaries of the 1420 Lecture (Spencer Jourdain) and the 1420 Seminar/Workshop (Spencer, Larry Greene and a 1420 Educator (Dr. Chris Unger/Harvard Project Zero?).

The 1420 Foundation will also be more than happy to provide whatever informal collaboration and assistance you wish in the preparations for the EDC Conference. We consider your vision for EDC and the October 10 Conference of  major importance to furthering the movement for global sustainability.
Spencer Jourdain.
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Summary of 1420 Foundation Lecture:

“The Role of Constructivist Education in Achieving Global Sustainability”

In 1989 Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Brundtland’s book “Our Common Future,” based on the United Nations Brundtland Commission Report, described the important role of education in the achieving of a sustainable world.  Events since then have only amplified the pivotal role that education, must play to achieve global sustainability.  Mr. Jourdain’s lecture will analyze the important reasons why education is emerging as a crucial factor in the global movement towards sustainability. In addressing this question the lecture will discuss the role of education in all societies in shaping peoples view of the world and what is both desired and possible.
The role of how science, technology, and a multicultural process of understanding, valuing and contributing to a world body of knowledge all come together and are given maximum human impact through constructivist, project based education will be the main content of the lecture. 

Within that context, science and technology will be viewed both as empowering academic knowledge and as tangible tools and resources to be applied in project based constructivist learning. The social sciences will also be viewed both as pure knowledge and as active tools to be applied in effective multicultural  collaborative learning that help evolve universal ideas and norms for harmonious human interaction. The role of advanced communications technologies that enhance development and delivery of global sustainable development leaning will also be described.
:

The lecture will advance the idea that, given the way that humans learn to perceive the world through their early education, “enculturation,” and development of meaning and goals for their lives, that governments and private sustainable development practitioners around the world are increasingly realizing that only through involving youth at an early age in the intersections between knowledge and universal concepts of sustainability that humans can hope to achieve a harmonious, productive, more equitable, fulfilling and SUSTAINABLE world. 
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1420 Seminar/Workshop 

“Building Constructivist Frameworks for Sustainable Development Learning Projects”
(2 hours)

The seminar/workshop will be designed to engage teachers, students and governmental and NGO conference participants in the process of thinking about, designing and implementing constructivist sustainable development learning projects. Ideas about how constructivist (project based) learning enhances learning through the additional inputs of kinesthetic activity and acting upon learners’ beliefs and values can enhance the intake, retention (imprint), associative abilities (with other aspects of learner’s body of knowledge), and  Dr. Chris .Unger calls the learners’ sense of “agency and possibility” in life- their belief that their life can matter because they have acquired the knowledge tools to add something of value to the world. 
The workshop will utilize elements from The 1420 Foundation’s “Framework for the Development of (Sustainable Development) Pedagogy, to engage seminar/workshop participants in the development of their various ideas about what constitutes effective strategies for engaging and teaching students in a project to acquire knowledge while implementing a ‘real world’ project that furthers sustainability in their physical and/or cultural environment
Ideas of project topic development, realistic scope, technology and other project resource selection and availability, technical experts to maximize depth of learning and project quality and ‘real world’ impact, and anticipated outcomes and impact- are all elements in the creation of a constructivist learning-by-doing project.  

.The workshop will then introduce various ideas of possible instructional designs and encourage participants to  participate in the process of framing instructional designs for a  constructivist sustainable development leaning/building project  

The seminar workshop process will be facilitated by three 1420 facilitators.  
